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Parish Council Members 
Paul Chacalos               242-6467 
George Cosmides               233-7961 
Paul Joanou                243-1671 
Liz Kademenos                242-5907 
Gus Kayafas                233-1816 
George Spanos         412-221-5970 
Patrick Riddle               243-8951 
Lesa Vasiliou        412-217-1648 
Pete Sapon                 242-2992 
Annette Vidis               232-7143 
Bill Petroplus 
John Karras                233-2211 
 
Parish Council Officers 
George Spanos        President 
Gus Kayafas         Vice President 
Annette Vidis                   Secretary 
Lesa Vasiliou        Treasurer 
Pete Sapon          Assist. Treasurer 
Elizabeth Kademenos       Corresp. Secretary 
 
Auditing Committee 
Steve Grammen, George Mamakos 
  & Frank Joanou 
 
Church Secretary 
Janice Ogden               233-0757 
  Office Hours:                  M-F 10:00-1:00                   
                Or by appointment  
 
Custodian 
Bill Milan                 695-6269 
 
Chanter 
Steve Frangos 
 
Choir Director 
Annette Vidis 
 

Ministry Leaders 
Spiritual Growth & Outreach 
   Patrick & Melanie Riddle 
Youth Ministries 
   Maria Kayafas & Melanie Riddle 
Bylaws 
   George Spanos & Lesa Vasiliou 
Newsletter 
   Melanie Riddle & Janice Ogden 
Public Relations 
   Melanie Riddle 
Liturgical Needs 
   Gus Kayafas 
Living Memorial Endowment  
   George Margaretes & Jim Hadjis 
Fundraising & Social 
   George Cosmides & Bill Petroplus 
Financial Planning 
   Paul Joanou & John Karras 
Maintenance 
   Patrick Riddle & Gus Kayafas 
Stewardship 
   Paul Joanou & Pete Sapon 
Hellenic Center & Parking 
   Liz Kademenos & Lesa Vasiliou 
Sanctuary Beautification 
   Gus Kayafas 
 
Philoptochos       Lesa Vasiliou & Annette Vidis 
 
Over Fifties       Fr. Spiro Kehayes & George Margaretes 
 
Hara        Louise Mamakos 
 
Agape Dancers    Maria Kayafas 
 
Greek School       Stella Parikakis   
 
Trustees         George Varlas 
                              George Mamakos 
                              Gus Sokos 
                     Goldie Basil  
         Dr. James Hadjis��
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After a harsh winter during which half of 
them died, the pilgrims welcomed the 
opportunity of a new year to clear land, 
plant seed, and cultivate their crops.  When 
fall arrived, they were blessed with a good 
harvest.  The pilgrims did not become 
engrossed with material gain.  Rather, they 
turned their hearts and minds to God.  
Together, with their new friends, native 
Americans whom they had invited, not 
without some risks, to the celebration, they 
held the first feast of Thanksgiving.  This 
feast has been described as “the birthday of 
America’s soul”. 
 
Gratitude expresses appreciation not only 
for blessings received, but also for personal 
relationships built on giving and sharing.  
Gratitude means acceptance, affirmation, 
and new growth in relationships among 
people and between people and God. 
 
How grateful we should be this 
Thanksgiving season for the grace of God.  
St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Ephesians, 
tells us why.  If we read together the 2nd 
chapter verses 8-10, “For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a 
result of works, that no one should boast.  
For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them”. 
 
We should all give thanks for life’s 
blessings.  God has given us many 
blessings from His open hand and heart to 
fill our lives everyday.  What are these 

blessings?  They are the homes in which 
we live, our families and children, our 
mothers and fathers, our sisters and 
brothers.  He gives to us love and 
protection, goodness and kindness, work 
and play.  He offers us our Orthodox faith 
and the privilege to worship every Sunday. 
 
We who live in the United States are given 
peace, liberty, and freedom.  We all have 
companions and friends, schools to send 
our children, and churches to worship in. 
 
These are some of the blessings for which 
we are thankful.  These and more, when we 
reach out with open hands to receive them 
in gratitude. 
 
This Thanksgiving season, let us remember 
to “praise the Lord for His goodness, and 
for His wonderful works to the children of 
men”.  (Psalms 107:15) 
 
Wishing you all a most blessed 
Thanksgiving. 
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Parish Council Minutes 
September 3, 2008 
 

The regular meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by President George Spanos with an opening prayer. 
 

Present: 
Father Spiro Kehayes, George Spanos, Lesa Vasiliou, Patrick Riddle, Pete Sapon, Paul Chacalos, Annette Vidis, 
John Karras, George Cosmides, Liz Kademenos, Gus Kayafas, & Bill Petroplus. 
 

Father’s Report: 
September 14th, Sunday School starts. 
September 28th, His Eminence Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh will be visiting us.  September 30th, Adult 
Education classes will start—Sacraments in Orthodox Church.  Mission canister was stolen from the Narthex 
during the Festival.  Father would like the money to be replaced by Council if possible. 
December 14th, Father Spiro will be going to Florida for his Father’s one year memorial. 
 

John Karras moved that we accept the minutes, sec. by Paul Joanou. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
Lesa Vasiliou reported.  See attached.  Patrick Riddle moved to accept the Treasurer’s report, sec. by Paul Joanou. 
 

Correspondence: 
Valley Hospice—bereavement information 
St. Basil’s Academy asking for donation 
His Eminence Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh on stewardship—forms must be filled in or we will be 

penalized 
 

General Assembly: 
General Assembly will be this Sunday after church in proper.  Local contractors have bid.  Trushel has given a bid 
of $283,000 & Scherrer has given a bid of $424,656.  $390,000 is the projected total.  Gus Kayafas presented the 
rendering of the finished project. 
 

Patrick Riddle would like to look into doing & researching the possibility of an Orthodox Festival.  Council gave 
him the go ahead to research this. 
 

Hellenic Center: 
Liz Kademenos will have a completed report at a future meeting. 
 

Security: 
The security of the church was discussed—possibility of having 24 hour camera.  Pete Sapon will report at the next 
meeting. 
 

Food Festival: 
George Cosmides reported.  See attached. 

We are transferring $2,500 from the Fund Raiser to the BCF 
Half of the $1,700 taken in at the Youth Tent will be donated back to the youth 

 

We thanked Angelo & Eugenia Skulas for their donation of $400 proceeds from the bird feeder. 
 

September 16th is the next Gyro sale. 
 

September 21st is the Church Picnic at Bethlehem Park. 
 

September 28th is the date His Eminence Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh will be visiting us. 
 

Office Raise: 
Bill Petroplus moved to give Janice Ogden a 50 cent an hour raise, sec. by Pete Sapon.  Carried. 
 

Lesa Vasiliou moved that we give $50 to the Mission Center to replace the money stolen in the Narthex.  Sec. by 
Paul Joanou.  Carried. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Annette Vidis 
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It’s that time of year again when we have our annual Holiday Bake Sale, and we’ve been hard 
at work baking. Although there haven’t been a lot of workers present, we’ve been able to get 
a lot of work done. This is the Philoptochos’ major fundraiser and the proceeds end up being 
donated back to St John in some manner. We could use more help. You don’t have to be a 
Philoptochos member, nor do you have to stay all day or come every week. But if you’d like 
to volunteer some time for your church and enjoy fellowship for a few hours a week, please 
come and help. Every little bit will help and we can always find something for you to do.   
 
On November 2, we will be celebrating our Feast Day in honor of Saint Cosmas and Saint 
Damian. There will be an Artoklasia service as well as an extra tray passed with proceeds 
benefitting the Archdiocese. Please try and attend services and join us in celebrating this 
special day for the Philoptochos. We will also be sponsoring a coffee hour after church. 
 
The Philoptochos recently donated $100 each to Sophia Kayafas and Lexi Chacalas to help 
defray their expenses for the recent Iconography camp they attended. Both girls are to be 
commended for being accepted to such a prestigious camp and after seeing a sample of the 
beautiful work they did while they were there, I can imagine the girls worked hard during 
their week away. Congratulations girls. We are proud of you! 
 
We are collecting “Emergency Health” Kits for the IOCC to distribute to victims of floods, 
hurricanes, tornados and other disasters in the United States. There will be a sample of the kit 
and specific items that the IOCC has requested located near the “Pangari” area of our 
temporary church. Elsewhere in this newsletter is also a list and description of how to pack 
the kit, or you can see Margaret Robinson or I if you have any questions. Each kit should cost 
no more than $5-$6, and there will be a box in the church to drop your finished kits.  
 
I apologize for being so windy this month, but….. I’d also like to add that if anyone is 
interested in sponsoring a coffee hour in honor of a deceased loved one, please see Annette or 
I. The Philoptochos will be more than happy to accommodate you. 
 
Upcoming Events:      Oct 27  Bake 9 am Kourambethes 
         Nov 2  Philoptochos Feast Day 
         Nov 3  Bake 9 am Finikia 
         Nov 10 -11 Bake 9 am  Spanokopita 
         Nov 17  Bake 9 am Koulourakia/Sweet Bread 
         Nov 19   Meeting 6:30 pm 
         Nov 24  Bake 9 am  
         Dec 1 -2  Packing 
         Dec 3  Pick up 
     
Blessings, 
�
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PHILOPTOCHOS FEAST DAY  
 

The First Sunday of November in the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
North and South America is dedicated to the Philoptochos Society of the 
community.  We honor the gallant women of the wonderful philanthropic 
organization in conjunction with the feast of the two wonder workers of the 
church, Saint Cosmas and Saint Damian.  These two martyrs of the church 
were brothers and both became physicians in Syria. 
 
During the 4th century, their fame spread throughout the empire and they 
became known as the Holy “unmercenaries” because they invariably 
assisted the poor and the afflicted without desire for any remuneration. 
 
The Philoptochos Ladies Society chose to celebrate the founding of their 
organization together with the feast day celebration of the Saints Cosmas 
and Damian because of their Christian dedication to the poor and the 
destitute.  The word Philoptochos is a compound Greek word…..philos and 
phochos which means “friend of the poor”. 
 
The official feast day celebration of the Philoptochos Society is conducted 
on the first Sunday of the month of November.  Special services are held 
during the Divine Liturgy at which time the Artoklasia Service (service for 
blessing 5 loaves) is celebrated.  The word Artoklasia is another compound 
Greek word meaning “the breaking of the bread”.  The Artoklasia consists 
of beautiful prayers and hymns beseeching the Almighty God to bestow His 
blessing upon the members of the Society and all Orthodox Christians 
everywhere.  It is a joyous occasion and the five loaves of bread used 
during the service are symbolical of the five loaves used during the service 
are symbolical of the five loaves blessed by Jesus Christ while addressing 
the five thousand.  It is recorded in the New Testament that Jesus blessed 
five loaves of bread and the entire group if five thousand ate from the five 
loaves.  This act has been called “The Miracle of the Five Loaves of 
Bread”.  Since bread is the staff of life, and reference is made to the Holy 
Bread in both the Old and New Testament, we invariable use bread. 
 
Please come and celebrate this beautiful service with the Philoptochos. 



 

Thank you to Laurel Chacalos and Jamie Sokos for teaching the 
month of October.  We appreciate our subs too.  Melanie Riddle 
will be teaching K-4 and Jamie Sokos will be teaching 5-8 in 
November.  Thank You!   
 
Remember, perfect attendance earns a Toys R Us gift card.  Also, 
those who miss three or less days are also eligible for rewards. 
 
Family Bowling Night at Elm Grove Lanes will be November 2nd 
at 6:00.  Look for a flyer in your mailbox. 
 
Youth Sunday with a Gyro Sale is scheduled for November 9th.  
The youth will stay in church for this lesson.  Father Spiro will be 
explaining the Divine Liturgy, so Church will begin promptly at 
10:15 a.m.  YOU MUST BE IN CHURCH BY 10:15!  This will 
be a fantastic experience for our children.  There will be no 
sermon. 
 
Christmas play practice will begin  November 23rd. 
 
November 30th is a Family Worship. 
 
This year’s fall GOYA  Retreat will be Friday, November 14th-
Sunday, November 16th.  A van will be leaving the Kayafas house 
Friday at 5:30 p.m.  Please have money to stop for dinner. 
 
Greek School begins October 28th!  The fee is $100.00 which 
includes books and six months of weekly instruction.  Adults will 
meet on Tuesdays from 5:15-6:15 and children will meet on 
Tuesdays from 6:30-7:30 



Synaxis of the Archangel Michael & the 
other Bodiless Powers: Gabriel, 

Raphael, Uriel, Salaphiel, Jegudiel, & 
Barachiel  

November 8 
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The Orthodox Advent calendar with both the old and new calendar 
dates, starting with the Nativity Fast and ending with the Nativity of 
Christ. It has windows that open each day, revealing the saint of the 
day. All in color . Designed to hang on a wall. 10 1/4" x 15 1/4".  
$15.00 

The perfect spiritual companion for the Christmas Advent Fast and 
Epiphany. Provides scripture readings for each day along with the 
words of select hymns from the Orthros (Matins), Vespers, the Hours 
of the Nativity, etc. with a brief Scripture verse and a prayer-all 
selected by Presbytera Emily Harakas. An inspiring meditation by Fr. 
Anthony Coniaris for each day is included. This book will help make 
Advent and Epiphany come alive with meaning. $10.00 

We also have Nativity Icons available in the bookstore! 



R-E-S-P-E-C-T 
It Should Mean a Lot to You and Me 

 If integrity is measured heavily on our actions, then respect should be an enormous part of our Christian integrity. Respect, 
according to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, means to give high or special regard. You might respect someone’s talent or 
experience. You might respect someone who is older than you. As Christians, we are called to respect on a few different 
levels: respect for God, respect for self, and respect for others.   
  
RESPECT FOR GOD 
We have always been taught to respect our elders. Even in the Ten Commandments, we are instructed to honor our mother 
and father. Therefore, it seems logical to have respect for God who is our Lord and Creator. We also should have respect for 
those things that are holy, such as the Sacraments and Holy Scripture. But how do we really show “respect” to God? 
  
* Follow His Commandments: Think about the rules our parents give us… We might think there are too many rules or they 
are too strict. But our parents set rules and boundaries to protect us and teach us what’s right. If we respect our parents, we 
will follow the rules. As Christians, we believe God is our Father and Creator. He has given us as clear Commandments and 
teachings to know what’s right and to be protected from sin. It is hard to be a faithful Christian, but we must respect the 
guidelines He has set for us. If we disregard or disobey God’s teachings and Commandments, we say with our actions that 
we do not respect or honor God’s Word.  
  
* Make Christ your Role Model: We can make God a priority in our life. When we respect someone, we tend to spend more 
time with that person. We choose to listen to what they have to say. We use them as a role model for our own behavior. If 
we place Jesus Christ at the forefront of all that we do, we make a clear statement that we want to follow His example.  
  
* Give Thanks to God through Prayer and Worship: We can show respect and thanksgiving for all God has given us by 
being actively involved in the Holy Sacraments and Worship. We can always give thanks through our prayers. When we 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy and Sacraments together, we glorify God through our words, our hymns, and our fellowship 
with each other.  
  
RESPECT FOR SELF 
Think about one of your favorite gifts. You might have it framed or in a special place to see it every day. And we go to great 
lengths to protect our most prized possessions. God has given each person many different gifts. He has given each human 
the gift of life, special talents, and free will. So with all that we are given, how do we show our appreciation for these most 
precious gifts? We must have respect for ourselves physically and emotionally.  
  
* Your Body is a Temple: Our bodies are amazing. We can run, jump, dance, save lives, make clothing, and so much more. 
We would not be able to do those things everyday without our precious bodies. So we must respect ourselves by 
maintaining our physical health, not abusing alcohol, not using drugs, and not participating in anything that could 
compromise or destroy our bodies.  
  
* You are Worth It: God has given each person special gifts and talents. You might be great at math, a good listener, or very 
good at organizing things. Because of our special talents, we must remember that we are worthwhile and have a purpose in 
this life. The best way to show respect and gratitude for these gifts is by using them! Christ teaches, in the Parable of the 
Talents, that we should not bury or hide our talents. We are called to use those talents, multiply them, and share them.  
  
* Make the Right Choices: Since God has given us free will, we are able to choose to do and say whatever we like. 
However, making the right choices shows where our priorities and values lie. It also shows that we respect the awesome 
responsibility of “doing the right thing” that we have been given.  
  
RESPECT FOR OTHERS 
Each and every human being has been created in the image of God. We know this from the very beginning, in the Book of 
Genesis. No matter what we look like, where we live, or how much money we make, all people are created in His image.  
  
Does respecting others mean you have to agree with them? No. We know that even Christians disagree. However, we ARE 
called to love and respect others because they were bestowed the same gifts that we are (life, the image of God, talents, free 
will, etc.). As Christians, we look to Jesus for examples of respecting others. Jesus Christ spent time with the righteous, but 
also spent time with the outcasts and sinners. He never showed disrespect, even to those who sent Him to be crucified.  
 

As Christians, we must follow Christ’s example. We must demonstrate that we respect and live by God’s greatest 
commandment… to love God AND love thy neighbor. 
 
           From Youth Worker Pulse 



His Eminence Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh 
 
On Sunday, September 28th, our parish of St. John the Divine received a pastoral blessing and visitation from 
our beloved Metropolitan Maximos of Pittsburgh. 
 
This was a special visitation because our Metropolitan was celebrating his 50th anniversary of his ordination to 
the Priesthood and his 30th anniversary to his elevation to his episcopacy. 
 
He was in receipt of a wonderful gift of art from our parish council and community.  In addition, he was 
honored by West Virginia’s Governor Joe Manchin with a citation for his service and dedication to the 
Orthodox faith and church. 
 
During the Metropolitan’s visit he spoke to the children by answering questions submitted  by the Sunday 
School.  At this time 5 new altar boys were tonsured by him:  Alexander Pappas, George Kellas, James Sokos, 
Austin Crebs, Tino Kayafas, and Anthony Busack. 
 
A Trisagion service was sung for the soul of Angela Varlas.  The day concluded with a luncheon at the 
Wheeling Country Club honoring the Metropolitan. 
 
We wish to thank all our parishioners who came to greet the Metropolitan and participated this day, the choir, 
the altar boys, the reader Steve Frangos, the parish council, and the Ladies Philoptochos Society. 
 
May our Lord Jesus continue to bless our church of St. John. 
 
In His service, 
 
Father Spiro 
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AHEPA 
 

On Thursday, November 20th, the Miltides chapter of AHEPA will meet 
at Hoss’s in Elm Grove.  The Chapter President, Steve Johnson, the 
former fire chief of Wheeling, will make a presentation on the history 
of the Wheeling Fire Department. 
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QUANTITY DELIVERY TME PICK-UP TIME 

   

TOT. QTY :____  TOT. PRICE :______ 
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CALL  OR FAX YOUR ORDERS IN! 

ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
Greek Orthodox Church 
2215 Chapline St. 
Wheeling, WV  26003 

GYRO SALE 

Phone:  233-0757 
Fax: 233-1766 

$5.00 each 
(Orders over $20 delivered free) 

November 11th, 11 a.m. — 1 p.m. 

Tender slices of Gyro (spiced beef & lamb) served in pita bread, with 
toppings on the side of tomatoes, onion, & cucumber garlic sauce. 

DON’T FORGET, YOU CAN FAX YOUR ORDERS AT 304-233-1766. 

 TYPICALLY  HELD THE 2ND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 
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LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY OF 
ST JOHN THE DIVINE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

2215 Chapline Street, Wheeling WV 26003 
 

Items Available     Price         Quantity       Subtotal____ 
  

“Yia Yia Cooks” Cookbook  $20.00  _____   _____________ 
         By the Ladies Philoptochos Society,  
  Featuring over 600  Greek American Recipes 
 

Holiday Sweet Bread   $  6.00  _____   _____________ 
 

Koulourakia  (sesame twist cookie) 
    With sesame /dozen   $  5.00  _____   _____________ 
 
    Without sesame/dozen   $  5.00  _____   _____________ 
 

Kourambethes / dozen   $  9.00  _____   _____________ 
(White powdered sugar) 
 

Finikia / dozen    $  9.00  _____   _____________ 
(Honey dipped cookie) 
 

Baklava / dozen    $15.00  _____   _____________ 
 

Gift Pack     $15.00  _____   _____________ 
4 Baklava, 4 Kourambethes, 4 Finikia   
 

Spanakopita     $15.00  _______   __________________ 
(frozen and ready to bake w/directions) 
           Total Price _____________ 

 

  All Items are holiday wrapped and need to be PREPAID.   
 

         Make checks payable to:    Ladies Philoptochos Society 
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        Pick Up Day — Wednesday,  December 3,  2008  11:00 AM  to 3:00 PM 
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Angie Varlas 
  M/M Leo Pappas 
  M/M Bill Craven 
  M/M Angelo Skulas 
  Elizabeth Vaonakis McKee & family 
  M/M Ryan Dunlevy 
  Boca Raton Community Hospital 
 Laboratory Sunshine Club 
  M/M William Nicholas 
  Dr. & Mrs. H. Marockie 
  M/M Chris Cousins 
  M/M George Spanos 
  Frangos family 
  M/M George Mamakos 
  Maria Roditis 
  Esther Roditis 
  M/M Manuel Markos 
  M/M Paul Markos 
  M/M Danny McDonald 
  Nick Karras 
  Fanny Spanos 
  M/M Tom Sarris 
  Evdoxia Mitchell 
  BRCH Hematology 
  M/M Gus Sokos 
  Dr. & Mrs. James Hadjis 
  Calliope Marangos 
  M/M Pete Mamakos 
  Betty Karras 
  M/M William Kamis 
  M/M Michael Maistros 
  Alexis Basil 
  M/M Charles Basil 
  Delores Pantelis 
  Margaret Robinson 

Angie Varlas (cont’d) 
  M/M George Kademenos 
  Mary Bowen-Petroplus 
  Daughters of Penelope Semale 
  Frances Halepis 
 
Helen Christian 
  M/M Pete Mamakos 
Marjorie Constanzo Michitti  
  John Karras 
  Nick Karras 
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DOP 
Founders Day 

Gyro Sale 
11 am —1 pm 

Adult Ed Class 
7 pm—8:30 pm 

Adult Ed Class 
7 pm—8:30 pm 

Adult Ed Class 
7 pm—8:30 pm 

Adult Ed Class 
7 pm—8:30 pm 

Parish Council 
Mtg. 7 pm 

Presentation of 
the Theotokos 
to the Temple 
Divine Liturgy 

��������	�

Trisagion 
Paul Monolakis 

Christmas Play 
practice 

Family worship 

Bowling night 
Elm Grove Lanes 

5 p.m. 

Baking 9 a.m. 

Baking 9 a.m. 

Baking 9 a.m. 

Baking 9 a.m. 

Ladies 
Philoptochos 
Mtg 6:30 pm 

Youth Gyro Sale 

AHEPA mtg., 
Hoss’s, 6 pm 

Friends of  
St. John 

fundraiser 
Generations 

6:30 pm 

Over 50’s mtg. 
Hoss’s,  5 pm 

DOP Mtg. 
6:30 pm 

Nativity Fast 
begins 

*Hara Mtg. 

Philoptochos 
Feast Day-Arto 

(extra tray) 

Baking 9 a.m. 

*Hara mtg., 
Roadworthy, 

8 p.m. 
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ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
Greek Orthodox Church 
2215 Chapline Street 
Wheeling, WV 26003 
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